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position branched off, but no one would believe him, which was
unfortunate, as in this case he turned out,to be speaking the truth.

The next day the column retraced its steps, and on passing the
place where the road branched to the left, it was at first decided to
advance straight on Myat Tun's position. Owing, however, to
provisions running short it was thought prudent to return to Kyon-
tani, and wait for a further supply. This was accordingly done, and
the next clay Colonel Sturt, with all the carts and 300 men, went
into Donubyu for provisions, taking the sick and wounded with him.
Meanwhile the troops were placed on half-rations and, to add to
the General's difficulties, cholera now broke out in the camp, thirteen
deaths occurring on the 13th.

The British force remained at Kyon-tani until the 16th when
Colonel Sturt arrived with about twelve days' provisions. The
Burmese had fired a few shots into camp every night, but fortunately
without hitting any one.

The General now decided to advance as quickly as possible so
as to give the enemy no more time for preparation. Accordingly
on the afternoon of the 17th he sent a force consisting of the Royal
Irish, the 80th Foot, and the 4th Sikh Local Regiment, the whole
under the command of Major Wigston, Royal Irish, to take up
a position at a stockade about three miles up the road, so that the
rest of the force could move out of camp early on the 18th without
waiting for the fog to lift.

Major Wigston found the stockade occupied by the enemy,
but it was gallantly stormed by the Royal Irish, and the force
bivouacked there for the night undisturbed. The following day the
rest of the column came up and a general advance was begun, the
road taken being the one previously pointed out by the guide as
leading to Myat Tun's position. Owing to the number of obstacles
constructed by the enemy, the march was one of peculiar difficulty,
the rate of advance being only about one mile in two hours. In
the afternoon the enemy were found holding a stockade on the
left flank, concealed in the dense bush. This position was stormed
and captured by the 51st Foot, with a loss of one officer killed and
six men wounded. The advance was now continued to a nullah
about a mile further on, where, as it was then 5 o'clock, a halt
was made for the night. In the evening three signal rockets were
fired for the information of Captain Fytche, who had promised to